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Six "very suspicious” fires 
were set within a 10-block rad! 

!anH ln th Berkeley and North Hair. 
jSfldJhis week, leaving offffl 

and residents fearful that the 
arsonist who has been plaguing 
Berkeley is expanding his terri® 

Oakland fire inspectors said 
S erd ?y that preliminary in- 

SSSST a indicate the five 

Oakland blazes probably were 

St ,7^ °/ the person who has 

in l thi 6aS , t 15 fires in Berkeley 
in the past month. * 

All the fires have been set by 

someone using a match or light- 

er to ignite combustibles al- 

Daner 00 S® pro P ert y- such as 
paper products, refuse, clothing 
or building materials 6 

The biggest of the Oakland 


are‘h«V oa,u *in tne area 
are being advised to ‘‘clean un 

lockup and light up” their prop- 
Residents also should 


fires was a m 
early yesterda 
000 damage 
apartment hoi, 

Ave., just soutl 
city limits. The 
house next dooi 
$10,000 damag 
While firefi 
Ring those fl, 
smaller blaze.' 
in a garage in 
North Street an 
in the bafclcyj 
0 63rd Street 
On^Tuesday 
some cardboa 
derneath a p 
block of Lorin, 
ley. Half an hoi 
few blocks aw 
were set with] 
each other in 
Raymond Str. 


e-alarm blaze 
(that did $140,- 
Jj a three-story 
| at 601 Alcatraz 
of the Berkeley 
Fire spread to a 
causing another 


Iters were^tert- 
ies.ytwomuch 
e set nearby 
ie 500 block of 
in some lumber 
of a home on 


|at about noon, 
was ignited un- 
;h in the 2900 
itreet in Berke- 
later and just a 
two small fires 
i a few doors of 
ie 6400 block of 
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“watch 


That Berkeley fire brought to 
at least 15 the number of arsons 
in the area south of the Universi¬ 
ty of California campus since 
Dec. 29. One person has been 
injured and dozens displaced 
and damage has been estimated 
at about $750,000. 

Berkeley policeman Mike 
Holland said the police and fire 
department investigation of the 
fires is continuing, but there is 
no end in sight. 1 

There’s nothing new as far as I 
suspects,” he said. 1 

The fire at the Alcatraz Ave -1 
nue apartment, built around the 
turn of the century and de-| 
!? rib ?d b y Assistant Fire Chief! 
Don Matthews of Oakland as af 
beautiful building with gabled! 
roofs and cupolas, started about| 
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Il:45 pm. Wednesday 
Matthews said someone ignit¬ 
ed some clothing and other ma- 
tenals underneath a rear stTir- 
way and the flames “went roar- 

Five residents of the building 

S f r d 0ut by the flames 8 

fi!. 0 h severely burned the 
side of the home at 605 Alcatraz 

cau sing th occupants there to 
flee as well. 

e« A i??I? gh SOme of firefight- 
1 SCene had to leave to 
battle the two smaller fires all 

yesterda^ C ° ntro1 b y 12 :15 a.m. 

somi e * fireS Tuesda y scorched 
tires on a car and de¬ 
stroyed some lumber, but the 
value of the damage was mint 

Oakland fire inspector Don 
Iverson said residents in the area 
are being advised to “clean up 
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Police, fi 
officials meet 
on strategy 


By Harry Harris 
The Trib une 

The (arsoi) >st plaguing North 
..Qaklgncf and South Berkeley 
struck again three times early 
yesterday, causing only minor 
damage but further kindling 
major emotions that range 
from fear to anger in the neigh¬ 
borhoods. 

The latest fires, set after 
midnight within 35 minutes of 
each other in a six-block area 
between Shattuck and Tele¬ 
graph avenues, brought the 
two-month total from the man 
fire officials are calling the 
“Alcatraz Arsonist” to at least 
22 . 

(The nickname stems from 
the fact that a few of the fires 
occurred along Alcatiaz Ave¬ 
nue.) 

Oakland fire officials are 
warning residents that there 
have been more than 40 arson 
iaresjq (Ji^past 45 days in an 
areanmmngiiTnrCTTO^^ff^ 
Telegraph to San Pablo ave¬ 
nues. Not all of those fit the 
Alcatraz Arsonist’s pattern. 

The latest blazes made good 
a psychologists Thursday pre¬ 
diction that the arsonist, who 
officials believe is a man, 
would strike again. 

“We are just frightened,” 
said Halina Rueger, who has 
lived in the 6600 block of Dana 
Street for 30 years. A garage in 
the rear of a home just down 
the block from her was torched 
early Thursday. 

“We don’t know what at¬ 
tracts him,” she said, adding 
that a neighborhood meeting is 
being planned. 

Arson investigators from the 
Oakland and Berkeley police 
and fire departments held a 
joint meeting yesterday after¬ 
noon to determine how to cope 
with the pyromaniac. A second 

See ARSONIST; Back Page 
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Blazes kill 1, leave 7 homeless 


By Harry Harris T y Y MAR 1 9 1985 

The Tribune 

Two separate Oakland fires killed a 74-year- 
old man and left seven people homeless early 
yesterday morning. 

Alfred Smith, who had been incapacitated by 
a stroke, was found dead in the bedroom of his 
North Oakland home after the fire had been 
extinguished. 

Firefighters said the residence on 47th Street 
was set ablaze just before 3 a.m. by an overturned 
portable heater. Smith’s wife, Hazel, escaped the 
burning house and summoned help. The fire 
caused $50,000 in damages. 

Another fire, this one deliberately set, broke 
out at 5:29 a.m. in West Oakland, destroying a 
converted duplex and severely damaging an adja¬ 
cent church and grocery store on Willow Street. 
Seven people were left homeless by the five-alarm 
blaze, according to the fire department. 

Neighbors credited a resident of the duplex 
with saving their lives by alerting them to the fire 
soon enough so that they could escape. 

Some 80 firefighters, almost two-thirds of the 
on-duty firefighters in the city, battled the fire, 
which caused in excess of $100,000 damage. 

The fire broke out in the rear of 738 Willow 
Street, just a few blocks from the West Oakland 
BART station. Early morning BART riders were 
able to see the flames as their trains passed over 
Seventh Street. ^ 

Police Sgt. Dave Clark, of thd^arson^detail, 
said someone unsuccessfully tried toseTTKesame 
building afire last week. He said investigators 
yesterday were able to detect traces of an accel- 
lerant at the rear of the building. He would not 
comment as to a motive. 

The fire, fed by the building s wood frame. 


quickly spread to the other half of the structure at 
744 Willow and flames were soon leaping out 15 to 
20 feet. 

The fire was finally brought under control at 
6:20 a.m. but not before the buildings to the north 
and south suffered damage. 

The structure to the south, at 732 Willow, 
housed the 75-member Westside Missionary Bap¬ 
tist Church and the Cooper Brothers Grocery Store 
is to the north. 

The church’s assistant pastor, Isaac Levay, 
lived in an apartment over the church and was 
forced out by the flames, which he said “were 
jumping out the windows’’ next door. 

The church is looking for temporary quarters 
and also donations to help with repairs. 

Sharon Kennedy, 34, a convalescent hospital 
nurse, had lived at 738 Willow about a year with 
her 17-year-old daughter, Tonia, and her 67-year- 
old mother, Eleanor Kennedy. 

Sharon Kennedy said she was awakened by 
her daughter, who had seen flames coming from 
underneath the rear of the house. 

She immediately knocked on her neighbors’ 
door and yelled fire to alert them before making it 
to safety with her daughter and mother. 

She said all the lights in the house were out 
but she was still able to see smoke “and feel the 
heat come up under the floor.” 

Even though almost all of her family’s per¬ 
sonal belongings were destroyed, Kennedy said 
the main thing was that no one was injured. 

As to her plans now, she said simply: “Start 
over, I guess.” 

Bessie Davis, 45, who has lived at 744 Willow 
for almost two years, said if it hadn’t been for 
Kennedy alerting them to get out “we wouldn’t be 
alive now.” 







By Harry Harris 

The Tribune 

An arsonist who has been 
stalking North Oakland and 
South Berkeley for two months 
struck twice early yesterday, 
bringing his fiery toll to at least 

19 The latest blazes prompted 
San Francisco psychologist Dr 
Chris Hatcher to comment that 
the firebug — who gets a sexual- 
like “release”’ from setting the 
blazes he said — is n0 
able to control himself and will 
continue setting fires. 

Oakland police and fire offi¬ 
cials said the latest targets were 
two garages within a block 
.^h other. The f.res were set 
minutes apart, using materials „ 
^RS^We dctatcneu s- 
rages. No one was mjured. 0 
The first fire, in the bbOO 
block of Dana Street, flared at 
2 07 a m. and was brought under 
control in 10 minutes. 

While firefighters were there, 
another blaze was set in the 6300 
block of Telegraph Avenue. That 
fire was reported at 2.2b a.m. 
and was brought under control 
at 2 42 a.m. Six occupants of the 

apartment building served by, 

the garage were evacuated as a 
^Battalion Chief Reg Garcia 


$ 20,000 damage. . 

A witness saw a man match | 
ing the composite drawing of the 
arson suspect fleeing from the 
scene of the Telegraph Avenue 
hiaze Garcia said. 

Officials in the two cities are 
convinced the same personi is 
responsible for at least 19' f mes 
dating back to Jan l9 ’ a " P 
siblv as many as a half-dozen 
more because of the general 
area in which they were set. the 
way they were set, and and the 
tvDes of structures targeted. 

‘The area is generally f , r °”“ 

Dwielit Way in Berkeley south to 
Klree^n Oakland andfr^m 
Shattuck Avenue to Dllswortn 

as lumber, papers and other de_ 
bris and most have been wood 
frame structures. 

Because of the arsonist s p 
pensity for using materials at 

hand, Oakland Fire Lt. Mik 
White said firefighters would 
again be distributing fliers urg- 
ing residents to clean up their 
property and notify police of 
suspicious people. 

White said it appeared the ar¬ 
sonist ’’was getting .defensive 

again” after a period of bom 
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^Therefore, Hatcher says, the 

£ship" With the .tires that has 
become an obsession. 

that is comparable to sexual gra- 

tification. he said. 


The release '*V£Jg tt , 

f rom nrbrdtive type of thing" 
very primitive 

TJX ^tljear. c, 

citement and concern. 

fa • “ul £ “really being driven 
a b r y S "s ^Pulses a'nd cannot con¬ 
trol them. 


in Berkeley Fu iton St., 

- f 5 A ' 9 Ca r 29 U LoHna St., 

Berkeley- 5: Jan- 29 - 6509 and 

6412 Raymond St.. Oakland^. 
Jam 30 - 601 Alcatraz_Ave.. 
Oakland. 7 : Jam A gt G ak- 
N° rth * 1 '£eb & 7 - 6425 Irwin 

'c, baiir»i'»Feh '’-?‘;l 

u, » Rrrkelev. 10: Feb. 28 

Stuart St., Berne 3 Tele- 

_ 6621 Dana St. and 6322 leie 

graph Ave., Oakland. 


He believes other Berkeley 

street people know who the ar 
SS is and should come for- 
ward to help stop him. 

If not. he is convinced the firesi 

will continue. ^ 







By Harry Harris 

The Tribune 

A pizza parlor employee was 
accused by police yesterday of 
being the ‘Alcatrazy Arsop ist” 
who is suspected of setting doz¬ 
ens of fires in Berkeley and Oak¬ 
land in the past three years. 

David Wayne Palmer, 25, was 
arrested about 3 a.m. Sunday as 
he ran from a fire in the Adams 
Point area of Oakland, where he 
has been living the past three 
months, police said. 

Palmer was charged yester¬ 
day with 11 Oakland fires and is 
expected to be charged with at 
least 14 Berkeley fires, police 
said. 

Police in both cities said more 


Eastbay arson 
suspect arrested 
fleeing from fire 

WHO SEP 30 W 


charges could be added as they 
complete their investigations. 

The Oakland arsons with 
which Palmer is charged include 
three that occurred on Jan. 30, 
1985, one of which damaged a 
house in the 600 block of Alca¬ 
traz Avenue. A second fire 


David Wayne Palmer 

‘Had lots of matches' 

burned a woodpile on the 500 
block of 63rd Street, just a few 
doors from where he was living 

See ARSON , Back Page 
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they do not belong in a shopping 
center. 


Continued from Page A-l 
at the time. 

The other eight arsons oc- 
curred in the Adams Point area, 
a mostly residential area of Oak¬ 
land just north of Lake Merritt 
and all within walking distance 
of the Euclid Avenue apartment 
Palmer listed as his latest ad¬ 
dress, police said. 

The first Adams Point arson 
with which Palmer is charged 
occurred last June 2.2. The latest 
fire was Sunday morning in a 
pool house on the 300 block of 
MacArthur Boulevard. 

Palmer, who authorities said 
had “lots of matches in his pock¬ 
ets,” was spotted and arrested 
by members of the Alameda 
County Arson Task Force, which 
is made up of representatives of 
the Alameda County District At¬ 
torney’s Office and police and 
fire departments. 

The Adams Point area has 
been under surveillance since 
Sept. 23 after evidence showed 
the fires were probably being set 
by the same person. 

Oakland police Sgt. Dave 
Clark a member of the task 
force, said yesterday Palmer 
has admitted his involvement in 
fires dating back to at least Jan¬ 
uary 1985. He also has taken 
Oakland and Berkeley police on 
“tours,” pointing out where he 

set the fires, Clark said. 

Palmer conceded he ‘ had a 
problem and needed help,” but, 
“he didn’t know why he set the 
fires,” Clark said. 


Police began attributing the 
fires to the "Alcatraz Arsonist” 
because many of them occurrep 
on or a short distance from Alca¬ 
traz Avenue in South Berkeley 
and North Oakland. 

More than 20 deliberately set 
fires between late December 
1984 and mid-March 1985 were 
attributed to the same person. 

Most of the fires were set in 
the late night or early morning 
hours, usually within a short 
time and distance of each other. 

All were started by the use of 
readily available combustibles, 
such as paper, trash or wood. 

Clark said that ar. anonymous 
caller gave police Palmer s 
name as a possible suspect in 
March 1985 and that Palmer 
voluntarily came in for question- 
ing. 

At that time, he denied in¬ 
volvement in any of the fires. 
Investigators, having no evi¬ 
dence, could not arrest him. 

Clark said the arsons ceased 
after Palmer was sentenced to a 
year in jail in June 1985 follow¬ 
ing his conviction for a Berkeley 
burglary. 

Afler his release from jail. 
Palmer lived for a time at the 
Euclid Avenue apartment be¬ 
fore moving to Santa Cruz ear¬ 
lier this year. 

Palmer returned to Oakland 
around June and moved in with 
some friends at another apart¬ 
ment in the same building on Eu¬ 
clid Avenue. 


Palmer’s roommates, who de¬ 
scribed him as a friendly person 
with an avid interest in music, 
were in a state of shock yester¬ 
day over his arrest. 

One roommate, a 21 -year-old 
man who didn’t want his name 
used, said he first met Palmer 
when they worked together at a 
Berkeley pizza parlor where 
Palmer was at one time assist¬ 
ant manager. 

“I thought I knew the guy,” the 
roommate said. “It just totally 
blows my mind. I didn t think he 
was capable of anything like 
that.” 


He said that although Palmer 
didn’t exhibit any fascination 
with fire or discuss any personal 
problems, he did mention the 
1985 questioning by police. 

The roommate said Palmer 
claimed he had been “railroad¬ 
ed” and had nothing to do with 
the 1985 fires. 

“I believed it at the time, the 
roomate said. 

News of the arrest brought re¬ 
lief to residents in the areas 
where the arsons occurred. 

Annette Floystrup, a Rock- 
ridge Community Planning 
Council member, said the arsons 
"had a lot of people frightened, 
mainly because they were set 

randomly. . 

Fire, Floystrup said, is a 
“scary thing because the poten¬ 
tial for someone being killed is 
always there. Property you can 
replace. A life you can’t.” 
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was charged luesuay 
Oakland arsons that also date 
hark to January 1985. 
b Authorities said y este ^f^ 
they believe Palmer is P 0SS,b Jy 
responsible for as many 
Oakland and Berkeley fire 
?ng back to 1982 that caused sev¬ 
eral hundred thousands of dol¬ 
lars in damage. . atllte 

However, because the statute 
of limitations has expired on 
many of those crimes and be 
^use of a lack of evidence, only 
20 counts of arson have been 

fll The°charges are the result of 
admissions made by Palmer 
who took Oakland and Berkley 
nolice on a tour of sites where 
some of the fires occurred said 
Alameda County Ass ‘f t f" t J? 
trict Attorney Stacy WaJthalL 
Oakland police Sgt. Dave 
Clark said yesterday Palmer has 
Sid police he set fire to a garage 
at a friend's house in Albany in 
1973 after becoming angry 
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a series of fires at a camping 
area in 1978, Clark said. 

No charges have been filed in 
those cases. 

Police said Palmer, whose 
parents divorced when he was a 
child, told investigators “he 
didn’t know why he set the fires.” 

One of the arsons he was 
charged with yesterday occurred 
in a shed alongside a house on the 
2900 block of Hillegas Street in 
Berkeley, where Palmer lived 
for a time with his family while 
growing up. 

Clark said investigators be¬ 
lieve Palmer set many of the 
1985 fires in North Oakland and 
South Berkeley while he walked 
home from work. 

Firefighters began attributing 
the blazes to the “Alcatraz Ar¬ 
sonist,” so-called because many 
of the fires occurred along or a 
short distance from Alcatraz Av¬ 
enue near the Oakland-Berkeley 
city limits. 

All the fires were started by 
the use of readily available com¬ 
bustibles, such as paper, trash or 
wood being set ablaze. 
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Palmer is charged with 
these fires: 

■ OAKLAND FIRES 

■ Jan. 30,1985: house, 601 
Alcatraz Ave. 

■ Jan. 30,1985: wood pile, 557 
63rd St. 


■ Jan. 30,1985: garage, 546 
North St. 

■ June 27,1987: house, 220 
Lee St. 

■ Sept. 8,1987: apt. house, 
243 Orange 

■ Sept. 8,1987: apt. house, 
356 Adams 

■ Sept. 20,1987: grass lot, 
261 Fairmont 

■ Sept. 21,1987: apt. house, 
356 Adams 

■ Sept. 21,1987: apt. house, 
305 Oakland Ave. 


I 


■ Sept. 23,1987: tree, 208 
Oakland Ave. 

■ Sept. 27,1987: pool house, 
383 MacArthur 

■ BERKELEY FIRES 

■ Jan. 19,1985: apt. house, 
2739 Fulton St. 

■ Jan. 19,1985: car, 2230 
Stuart St. 

■ Jan. 19,1985: shed, 2205 
Blake St. 

■ Jan. 19,1985: house, 2426 
Fulton St. 

■ Jan. 19,1985: dumpster, 
2127 Dwight Way 

■ Jan. 22,1985: apt. house, 
2431 Oregon 

■ Jan. 22,1985: laundry, 1732 
Berkeley Way 

■ March 1,1985: shed, 1921 
Hillegass 

■ April 12,1986: trash, 2931 
Ellsworth 




When Palmer was arrested 
early Sunday, authorities found 
“boxes and books of matches in 


his pockets,” Clark said. 

Palmer, who is being held in 
lieu of $113,000 bail at the Oak¬ 


land City Jail, is scheduled to en¬ 
ter a plea to the charges today in 
Oakland Municipal Court. 















